12/19/23, 2:36 PM Summary of the Pollution Prevention Act | US EPA

EE An official website of the United States government

Q MENU

Laws & CONTACT US <https://epa.gov/laws-regulations/forms/contact-us>
Regulations

Summary of the Pollution
Prevention Act

4129 gbs.c. §13101 et seq. Quick Links
(1990)
The Pollution Prevention Act focused industry, e The official text of
government, and public attention on reducing the the PPAis available
amount of pollution through cost-effective changes in the United States
in production, operation, and raw materials use. Code (4
Opportunities for source reduction are often not <https://www.govinfo.g
realized because of existing regulations, and the ov/app/collection/uscod
industrial resources required for compliance, focus e>, from the US
on treatment and disposal. Government
Printing Office
Source reduction:

e isfundamentally different and more desirable
than waste management or pollution control

o refers to practices that reduce hazardous substances from being released into the
environment prior to recycling, treatment or disposal

¢ includes equipment or technology modifications, process or procedure

modifications, reformulation or redesign of products, substitution of raw materials,
and improvements in housekeeping, maintenance, training, or inventory control.

Pollution prevention includes practices that increase efficiency in the use of energy,
water, or other natural resources, and protect our resource base through conservation.
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More Information

The Office of Pollution Prevention and Toxics (OPPT) <https://epa.gov/aboutepa/about-office-
chemical-safety-and-pollution-prevention-ocspp#oppt> manages programs under the Toxic
Substances Control Act <https://epa.gov/laws-regulations/summary-toxic-substances-control-act>and
the Pollution Prevention Act. Under these laws, EPA evaluates new and existing
chemicals and their risks, and finds ways to prevent or reduce pollution before it gets
into the environment.

e Pollution Prevention Law and Policies <https://epa.gov/p2/pollution-prevention-law-and-

policies>

Laws & Regulations Home <https://www.epa.gov/laws-regulations>

By Business Sector <https://epa.gov/regulatory-information-sector>

By Topic <https://epa.gov/regulatory-information-topic>

Com pliance <https://epa.gov/compliance>

Enforcement <https://epa.gov/enforcement>

Laws & Executive Orders <https://epa.gov/laws-regulations/laws-and-executive-orders>

Regu lations <https://epa.gov/laws-regulations/regulations>

Contact Us <https://epa.gov/laws-regulations/forms/contact-us> to ask a question, provide
feedback, or report a problem.
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